Regrowth resistance in cancer: why has it been largely ignored?
In drug-sensitive malignancies, treatment failure is a complex phenomenon resulting from both drug resistance and the rapid regrowth of malignant cells in between cycles of chemotherapy. This phenomenon has been referred to as regrowth resistance, and has been identified as a common impediment to the successful treatment of many neoplastic diseases. This phenomenon has received little attention in the past. The administration of maximally tolerated individual dosages of chemotherapeutic agents, combined with the use of biological response modifiers to slow the regrowth between courses of therapy, would be an effective approach to reduce the regrowth resistance. This also could reduce the emergence of drug resistant clones.